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This study investigated the impact of need for cognition and
narrative complexity on spoiler effects. In an online
experiment, 359 participants read a synopsis of a novel either
with or without spoilers and then rated the work. The results
indicated that participants with a high need for cognition
perceived spoilers as a burden, as this foreknowledge
frustrated their ability to satisfy their narrative curiosity. In
contrast, participants with a low need for cognition found
spoilers helpful, reporting that they enhanced comprehension
and reduced the perceived burden of reading. These findings
suggest that the influence of need for cognition on spoiler
effects is closely linked to an individual's motivation to engage
with the narrative
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