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Demonstratives have been extensively studied in face—to—
face interactions where both the speaker and the listener
can see the referent. In such contexts, the physical distance
between the speaker and the referent has been considered
a major factor influencing demonstrative choice. However,
it remains unclear whether the use of demonstratives differs
in virtual environments, such as video games, where the
speaker’s use of demonstratives is important in rapid
cooperative work. This study focuses on the visibility of
the referent—an aspect deemed particularly important in pc—
based gaming tasks. We created a gaming situation and
examined whether changes in the visibility of referents (e.g.,
visible vs. non-visible) would lead to corresponding changes
in demonstrative usage. The results revealed that
participants significantly preferred the demonstrative kore
("this”) when the referent was visible only from their own
viewpoint. Conversely, when the referent was not visible
from the participant perspective, they significantly preferred
are ("that”). These findings suggest that the visibility of the
referent plays a crucial role in demonstrative choice in video
games.
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