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While the sensation of itch is often regarded as a subjective,
individual phenomenon, it can become socially manifest
through verbal expressions and scratching behavior,
potentially triggering social interaction. This study analyzes
instances of itch-related utterances drawn from a corpus of
Japanese everyday conversation. By examining the timing of
both verbal reports and scratching actions, the analysis
demonstrates how these behaviors are skillfully embedded
into the ongoing conversation without disrupting its flow. The
findings suggest that the sensation of itch may function as a
resource for social interaction.
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