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The COVID-19 pandemic has led to widespread use of
face masks, which can reduce some of the facial cues used in
emotion perception. To investigate whether the partial loss of
visual cues impacts multisensory emotion perception from
face and voice and whether frequent exposure to masked
faces affects it, we conducted an emotion perception task
using audio-visual stimuli that partially occluded speakers'
faces. Participants were shown videos of faces and voices
expressing congruent or incongruent emotions, and were
asked to judge whether the person was happy or angry. Our
results showed that participants relied more on vocal cues for

emotion perception when facial cues were partially occluded.

Furthermore, when the mouth was covered, participants
relied less on vocal cues after the pandemic than before.
These findings suggest that partial face masking and
prolonged exposure to masked faces can affect multisensory
emotion perception.
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