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FICTION: NATO has plotted against Russia since the end of
the Cold War, encircled Russia with forces, broken supposed
promises not to enlarge, and threatened Russia’s security
with the prospect of Ukrainian membership in the Alliance. [vi]
FACT: NATO is a defensive alliance, whose purpose is to
protect its member states. All Allies reaffirmed at the June 2021
Brussels Summit that “the Alliance does not seek confrontation and
poses no threat to Russia.” In fact, in 2002 President Putin himself
stated “Every country has the right to choose the way it ensures its
security. This holds for the Baltic states as well. Secondly, and
more specifically, NATO is primarily a defensive bloc.”

(FACT:) NATO does not encircle Russia — Russia’s land border
is just over 20,000 kilometers long. Of that, less than one-sixteenth
(1,215 kilometers), is shared with NATO members. Russia has
land borders with 14 countries. Only five of them are NATO
members.

In response to Russia’s use of military force against its neighbors,
NATO deployed four multinational battlegroups to the Baltic States
and Poland in 2016. These forces are rotational, defensive,
proportionate, and requested by the host nations. Before Russia’s
illegal seizure of Crimea, there were no plans to deploy Allied
troops to the eastern part of the Alliance.

(FACT:) NATO never promised not to admit new members.
NATO enlargement is not directed against Russia. Every
sovereign nation has the right to choose its own security
arrangements and to enter into defensive regional alliances for
purposes of self-defense. This is a fundamental principle of
European security, reflected in the UN Charter, and is one that
Russia has affirmed in myriad international and regional
instruments such as the Helsinki Final Act.
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