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Abstract

Whatever the reasons, many visitors came to
Japan until the COVID-19 pandemic and related
travel restrictions. As the Japanese government
considers opening up the borders for inbound tourists,
it may be worthwhile to consider what might be the
reasons for those people to want to come to Japan and
whether their expectations would be satisfied.

It is not easy for people to pin down what their
reasons might be for doing this and that. It would be
much more difficult to do so for millions or tens of
millions of people with diverse nationalities, ethnicities,
cultural backgrounds, and personal inclinations. Even
so, there are some recurring issues mentioned in food
and travel blogs / vlogs and other online media. Among
those frequently mentioned are developed cities and
protected nature in the countryside, diverse cuisine and
drinks, and general hospitality and relative lack of
English fluency on the part of the Japanese people.

In this Organized Session, we will mainly aim to
discuss physical and mental “well-being” of prospective
visitors to Japan and how we can try to fathom such
issues with modern technology.
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