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A tendency to overestimate small frequencies and
underestimate large ones, and exaggerate the frequency of
specific causes while underrating the frequency of others is a
prominent feature of risk judgment. Regarding this
phenomenon, the availability heuristic hypothesis explains
that the memorability or imaginability of events affects
subjective frequencies. Specifically, this hypothesis assumes
that certain rare events such as death by a natural disaster are
frequently reported, whereas more frequent events such as
death by cancer are seldom reported. Thus, disproportional
availabilities are linked to events according to the tendency to
overestimate small frequencies and underestimate larger ones.
In this context, estimating the number of patients infected by
COVID-19 would be a good sample to examine the
availability hypothesis. Hence, the present study asked
Japanese undergraduates to estimate the number of COVID-
19 patients in 100 countries. Moreover, this study also counted
the number of searches that contained the following phrases,
names of the countries, “coronavirus”’, and “infection.”
Contrary to the prediction of the availability hypothesis, the
results demonstrated an overestimation of infection cases in
countries with a small number of patients and an
underestimation of cases in countries with a large number of
patients; moreover, the number of searches were positively
correlated with the number of patients in the countries.

F—U— N RS RO, SR O8]
A, AT ATREME(GE, Bil=e Ty 4 LR

1. [FC®HIC

FEITRE Z VI Wb DRI VT, Iy
RLTVEDERZ VI WEB X TLE ) KRR - K
BEPE ORI, e - R O AT T E R
(Kahneman & Tversky, 1979) C ¢ 8l 52 i (Lichtenstein,
Slovic, Fischhoff, Layman, & Combs, 1978)C % AN

DERFEDOHHIAIZZMAD 1 > ThD. FHIHBE

@ BIFLDU AT HEZOHEEIZ DWW TIE,
Lichtenstein et al. (1978) CHio4V 7= 3L BRI OFIH3 7~
F O, EBROAERBE L DI THD &, k- Bk
LV HRKEFE L Vo T EBRITITZEIZ EL L 22
WZH B 6T UL LIEH0E S 2 BT ELH O R AL
EFEERE D b, DA DIERIEE W o T sER & LT
1EH D STV D DEEEIZIER D IZWIETEE R O %%

AEBITFEER LD IR RS b5 d 5 2 &
I HIL TV A,
FIHAIREMEE =2 — U 27 1 7 (Tversky & Kahneman,
1973: Lichtenstein et al, 1978)1%, Z X 9 2B EEH T
U DR O ARG - m%+®L/Jﬁ b3 a0

FERHHE L TCLELEEASNTEZHDTHS.
T2 & 20E, R WK E VST EIZ L A TITHET
Y B o oans<, ZoRAx ORREICHEK
DTV, FAUTK L TH R0 EE WV D BLRIC
XTI HY SNTETNDD, 2> THERAE
E012< L, FBIE VI V. ZORER, ZORED
fEA SIZEESW TR VT IR RMEL bid &, Bl
%&iﬁ@ak%ﬁ@%ﬁﬁﬁbhé’&’ﬁé D

, BUENE 2 DiefFRcliiia <, LB s
,%uwﬂb%rré (2SO CTRRESEME DB M T D
72D, ZOLSHEroT /<UD ELLEHDET
NETEZLNTE

T, ZOFIMHRTREMERGL A B 2 5 ECHBREN
DN, BIEOHH AT o 4 NV RAEG % o < HIFHER
BECTHD. 2021 £ 4 H 26 ABHEICED £ TOHR =
2T A )V ADBRFEREGE ST T A U A TIE3000 5 A,
77 UVTIE 1000 HAICELTEY, 2 b DOEOMK
YRMOTAN S IZ LIZUIEE SN 2 A TH .
—J5, ok ew—LT Y, aEn b no Tz EH - Ml T
I, IR o BEERGLE ST 5000 AT 97, Zhb
@I-mﬁcowfiﬁ%ﬁma’%#lE%@%ﬁ

FHLOND Z &RV, 20X, Flaa S
&4ﬁxaﬁgﬁﬂﬂL%?é%Lﬁfﬂv{iﬁgﬂﬁ
WHRNZ > TERENDHERNZ N, FIHATHE

PRI ST, EIEE B OHEE IOV TGS

NEMHEETENDIT AV IDOL I REDST Bz > T

WRFHEAE & DIRIBILL TND EERBND.

ZAUZH 3D 63, KB ORI - BHE & o
BB 2 o F 0 o )L 2 OGRS D HEE
WZOWTHRENLT DDA M. ZOEEKRTT 50
WNAHFIED B TH 5.



20210 00000000038000

2. WEA1

WFZE 1 O BAOIE, (D&E - #issko = o) ¢ L 2k

YA R OHEE CIRRGE LD 72 O ENS 3 5 a8 KA,

ZOENZKT T Dl N E U By, Q)RRGEE SR
OFNA LIRS, FER8 &V - 7Rl &[RRI L Tu
HONERETTHZETHD. FLEEN & EEHE D
FIlr o> BEE CAFZE 1 ERICTEH T 2 028 R

(recognition principle: Goldstein & Gigerenzer, 2002) T 5.

ZORFHIE, ZIHGEIR OB TR T OB A ERE T
ETH I HOBRPUENFHRTE RV, AT
IZHED LEDE THRTE 2RO L0 @Vl
BRFOLEZEZ DREFHMETHD. ZOWREHMIHEX
i, 100 & 2 [F - HUOBEEHEEEIZ OV Th, 44001
ZHIS TWDEOFNRZE H ThRVE LD b EGRE S
ZWEHT 5 Z ERTRITE S, ZOHBDTZD, WF
%8 1 CIIAEOBIEROHETE & [RIRHZ, il 2 Ol -
IR 5 FREREE & R 72 9 2T, T—FIEE
1T 2 e R CORRBRAHL - TR OH EOEGE LG E
(S DR A i LTz

2.1 Fik

FANLRFA 108 4478 “BrilamF o 4 L A B4
HARA” LR LTZ Google form EOERIZAIE LT, &
IEE1E, Googe form EIZHERE 415 100 OIE - Hisgkiz
DUV, 2019 4F 12 AGBIRICES EToFan
T4 VADRBFEEGE R, BLIOEALDEE -
TWBNEIPERIEZETHZ EERDOOLNT. Y
BOBEITZEMEMEELFLAL, HoTHNDHNE D D
WZOWTIE “HMoTND” “HBRVY O L Lihak
WT B LTHFE L. TREhOEM I EIZFE TR
— YOI RSN, EH - O NIFIBMEM T
Hw A RENT=, Fiz, 2 FEOERNZ OV TR
JRYLE R ORI 2 JElT, 520 ORI L. HE
EORGR L 7o -7 [H - il web L0 HiX & 7F7 ~
THLF A F 0 A )L ADREGIEEL (reuters.com)”
B, 4 H 26 HFRECORYEEEL 1AL 200 (if
F CTOE - MO 76 FHNEANLD & D AR L7z,
£z, AHE - kORI HrRetEOfRE S LT, 4 A 27
ARERCOLE « IR 1SN AT “an)7,” BYsHE
D 2 FEEIMZ THRFE LIZBEoMFEE » Mk 100 OIE
iR L7z,

-1

22 ERRUELE

B4 1A E - ko BFE = v G E R OHEE B D
B & FERO BB OB A~ T, X1 Oxf
BT ERRDRGE R & HEOEME D —E L W egs
FLTEY, ZOBMEIVT KA b EIZHIR
WARFHE, FIZHIUIENGHIEZ L T\WD Z LIl d.
ZDRERD EDID L DT, FEEEORGE DA%
BN D72 T PUTHEEED T — 2 KA > NI LD
R, 2R LD TICh D Z Enbnd. 20
KO RFERIT, 2 ORGE IOV T HIRMED
WG, EHE O NI AT TS Z EERL
TWa5.

F7o, [E - Huls & FEEROME & i U CERHEE LT
BINE DL B2 L (X2), EWKRFHET 2208 Ot
FIFNEGZ DO EOENE SRS, NBERZOARWENE & sy M
A5 Z LR DND. —7, Hx DEOHEE v M
BaEBITHTONTVORE S EHDE, L TG
FEIDIZ O E - HUBU T ERSRIFEA 2 MERN D H Y, B
SRAFH & BB D X HEE i (Spearman” s 0 =0.49,
p<O01), B X OEFEDORYHE 4 (Spearman’ s p =0.58,
p<O0) L DOFOFBILE HIZIEICAE TH -T2

T, T am FREGEEROHEE & BRRFEELOR
ARG 5720, ZIE OE - s E - T B0 E
2 DT &, BIFEDRGEELD KB & DX, B
L OB OREEITIT 2 R/ NBR & ORI E T L
7. ZORER, ZIEDFHRE 22—V A7 ¢ 7 iz
5 & O R F B D K CH B o S OE & SR X
0.76(SD=0.04) T 1, SN O PRI LIRSS F k7
W L TEWESEE A L T b0z b, L
LD, BINE ORRGFEAL DR E I HD U TRk
FBORNHWZ TR LI L 25, PR EART
0.63(SD=0.05)TdH v, Filt 2—U AT ¢ 7 MWz
WA OEERL Y HIKL IeoTz. Z LT, BIE OREE
EEFERE 2—V AT 4 7 L O—EHEIT 0.69(SD=0.12)
ThoT-.

DibZFELHDE, 9 1 OFEFIILLTORER
LCW5 ; (DEBIOF 20 )7 4 )L ADBGEFD
P OUNT b, RS O R « mAEEE Ot/ N
LWV T TIFSED S 7 (Lichtenstein et al, 1978)A3HERR
Tz, QRFRAEE SRR & FRk OF ) ATEEED
FERE &8 2 uX, ISR FTREME DS MO ENE 2
NI STUA MR A B AL, O X D 7B N
i « SERFEMSFFH ATREMEIC KL > TEL D &9 51T
WFZEDOFBA & 1T BB L2



20210 00000000038000

100000000

10000000

y = 1E-09x* + 0.0225x + 37083
R2=0.8341

1000000

100000

Gemetric means

10000

1000

100

100 1000 10000 100000 1000000 10000000 100000000

True values

1 4 H 26 BETOKE - HIROFRaa 7 1L
A D BFEEGEH O SR AE & FEBR DL & D
B« kP AR L SEBE DR E AL & HEE A LT
B EET. T—ERA  NOAT YA RIAE -
gD FRE “an ), EYEE O 2FEE L HITH
RUTBORBRE v M, ROEBRIZ RO i
MaFRT.

e

0

el e

43 48 5 58 61

BAERONERL

2 W 1 IR\ TRIEAES L b LTl
THTBMED LR x Eli3E - i ORGE R DNE
A, y #IZNAE O CREEHAEEROM L Y mo 7z
ZINE DL,

3. ®BE2

WFGE 2 OBV, EYEEOEK - 8 NG 23 R
DERZNE L ORI L RIBHES 2 O ERErd o228 T
H5. FIHFREMIGROEED 1 DI, fROTLS
DB OFMCET D LV D AR Z 2 biILD
(Lichitenstein et al, 1978). = &} &YE OFHMORREIZ
BIL Tk~ (KA D [E - B i RKEHM S 41Ty

T L o 4 B =
04
03
02
T |
14 7 1013 16 18 22 25 28 31 34 37 40 49525 64 67 70 73 76 79 82 85 88 91 94 87 100

-1

BHERH & LT, 2D OF « M OGRS L & 5
M RE Z, 2Ok RIEGE R O RFHm A T T
BAREMEIN B Z DD, T TSR 2 TiE, BB
DI 725 & RIFRFZ 20 5 O - Hidsk DGR D
GEAIEE &S EBIR 72 HIlr 2 J07E L, KR - 8/ NGE
fili & DR A R 5.

3.1 Hik

78 L DOSIFITKE L, W58 1 & [FIERIC Googe form |-
IZHEREHL5 100 OFF - #Hilsk iz T, 2019 4F 12 A2
56 H 15 HBTEICE D ETOHMan v 4 VADR
FERGES, B IO D OE OGRS & OFREE
A D AT I~ IR TH 5
57 OS5 MHETIHIT S Z & 2Rz, [E - s ofgr
FE, 3 KL ORGEEEGEHM - R4 S ORI DN A58
1 EABRD T o A R BL AT o H—NT AR
otz £z, BFFE 1 RIRRICAE - s oF) i RrhE
PEDIEIEL LT, E - M4 ZTINZ T “amF7, 7 s
FEC O 2FEEIMA TR L7-BED 201941 A 1 B
56 H 15 AR TOmMER e » Mz 1 itek L7z,

32 BREUELE

3\THFZE 2 DFERAZRT. AFZE | [ARE, Bk
DR 2B D GBS AR AR E - Hilk T
FUSHEE AR L 0 I, AR SO E - #k T
HIUTHEEM X 0 /ALY FICh@ELTRY, (K44
FEDW KRG » B OB/ NG A T T D Z &R
b, Fio, BB L BYE L OBEEZ AT,
FRFRAEL DS FARFEI AR E « sl 2D TIE IKFEA,
R IR SN E -« Hils 2oV T N o i &
o TG, Fiz, R 1 ERBRICEAZ & DK -
R N & B S & D BRI A A3 HT L7 AE R,
JRYE RIS NE - T &R RIS ME D B
v, IR & R E R O A HEE ff(Spearman” s o
=0.56, p<.01), I L OFEFEOREYLFE E(Spearman’ s o
=0.79, p<01) & OREIOMBIL & HLICIEICHE TH -T2,

BT, TR S ORI & JERYLE SR ORI 0> BEE A A
LL, BAS OFFE & GEROHEE L OMIITAE
7RFRRAAN S V) (1=0.58, p<.01), & SITHAFHE S TU
7% [E] « Hitelk CIIe%) & OFEMIIARRIEAR <, s N
STV DIE - HUIBIE EVRZ S ORI IR 5 <
2o TNDZERHRTEND. 2D XD bR, A
EOHIBr I8/ N B REH 28R D b D LT o
TWRNZ EZRLTNA.



20210 00000000038000

100000000
10000000
y = 7E-10x2 + 0.0262x + 30725
R =0.8444
1000000
«
=1
<
3]
g 100000 I3 )
54 °.0 X
£ s oo AR
3 it alaialogu & g 5o
Qo o .° 8 .Q@ I} 1Y
10000 e tRE /8
1000
100
100 1000 10000 100000 1000000 10000000 100000000
True values

B3 6H 15 HETORE - HlgoOFR 2w F o 11
A D RFEEGE T O R EIFEE N & ERROLE &
BEREE « kP ARRI L SEBR DY E AL & HEEE A LT
B EET. T—2RA v NOAT YA RTAE -
M DAFRE “aa ), "EYRER O 27EL LIk
RKUTZBEOMEE v Mk, RORBME RO BT
MaFRT.

4 BFZE 2 (B TR E & il UGl
Th o= BMF O« x HhEE - Hs DY EE DA
Az, y B IBINE O CREEMEA EEROME L Y Eho T
BINFEDLEE RS

-1

100000000

10000000
y =7E-10x? + 0.0262x + 30725

R?=0.8444

1000000 ,
p
- 4
P 2

]
g
2 o
g v
2 100000 e ° ‘9
B K4 ( ] re
151 e g V3 P O
2 R B
3 e e
o of G s 8 O
10000 o) OQ(@-C% €%
o 0078
O
1000
100
100 1000 10000 100000 1000000 10000000 100000000
True values

(45 6 H 15 HETOKE - HIEOFHa o F 7 1L
2D SRR RO R0 FEIREEAE & TRA) S OREE(E
& OB - KA RIS ORGE S L HEEME S —E L
TWEEAERT. T—HHRA 2 ORI YA T
A S OFFEM A L, ROEITEELLE, AW EE
BIRMOFEM TH D Z & &R,

4. &R

U bEZEEEZ DL, BIREROOHTRE R ZARAEE O
FEFEAM, AR O/ NG & D A TRFGE O A R % T
BLTWDHDD, ORI rTREMGL & 1352
RHELDTHDZ ERLTNEEEZOND. BAY
(I, I - i NGOG XS, FRIEIRER,
YDA LN T HRTIEZe <, L LAKIZHT D
ANEOBREZEDHDNLAE LT TWA AREMEZ IR T 5
HDTHD.

5. S

[1]Gigerenzer, G., & Goldstein, D. G. (1996). Reasoning the
fast and frugal way: Models of bounded rationality.
Psychological Review, 103, 650—669.

[2]Lichtenstein, S., Slovic, P., Fischhoff, B., Layman, M., &
Combs, B. (1978). Judged frequency of lethal events. Journal
of Experimental Psychology: Human Learning and Memory,
4,551-578.

[3]Kahneman, D & Tversky, A. (1979). Prospect Theory: an

analysis of decision under risk. Econometrica 47, 263 -



