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Abstract

Tokyo Japanese has the pitch accent system that
distinguishes words by accenting particular morae.
For instance, the word “chopsticks-SUBJ” is pro-
nounced as [hlei-gd] while the word for “bridge-sUuBJ”
is [hicilgd]. However, some words such as [hdgi-gi]
whose meaning “edge-SUBJ” in Tokyo Japanese have
no falling melody. This paper discussed whether the
last case is based on the rigid accent information or
on the vacuous information of the pitch accent.
Keywords — Japanese, pitch accent, flat
melody, accent rules, foreign accent syndrome
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