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Abstract

Semantic transparency refers to the semantic relatedness
between a compound word and its constituent morphemes.
Semantic transparency of the second morpheme—which is
typically the head—of two-morpheme English compound
words has been found to have greater facilitatory effects as
compared to the first morpheme. It is unclear, however,
whether this is due to their semantic transparency or their
headedness. The head of Japanese two-morpheme compound
words is not necessarily the second morpheme—in fact, the
head of Sino-Japanese compound words is the first
morpheme—making it possible to explore the independent
effects of headedness and semantic transparency. The
question, then, is whether such compound words can have
opaque heads. This study aimed to confirm their existence and
to choose Japanese compound words to explore the
independent effects of headedness and semantic transparency.
An online survey was conducted to evaluate the semantic
transparency of each morpheme among 106 Japanese
compound words with a first-morpheme head and 110
compounds with a second-morpheme head. The results
showed that the number of words categorized as transparent-
transparent, transparent-opaque, opaque-transparent, and
opaque-opaque did not differ greatly across first- and second-
morpheme headed compounds, and that the compound words
with opaque heads had some unique characteristics.

Keywords — Japanese compound words, headedness,
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(transparent), “rugcut” (HiD)EWOEAEE “ug” (%
), “cut” &N JERER O EIRIT—BUE MR oD AT
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EIRAEIAMEIC Web FHA S AT L QCAS (KB « #2
FE - JEIL 2011) ZHV, BTERER LEATEY TR —
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WrofER, EAEEOEO TR (F (1, 214)=0.57, p
= 45,7,2=.003) LIEREEDOTEE (F(1,214)=2. 59,p
=11, 2= 012) ITAETRL, ZEEH (F(1,214) =
844, p=.004, n,’=.038) IFHETh-oT-, BHREOH R
OHEMENRILE | WERTIIAERLE 7208 (F (1,
428)=6.37,p=.01) H2 REFETITAE TR (F(,
428)=2.00, p = .16), JEREROHMIERNFUT/HH 3 DO
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Table 2
BHEEFEDOE MO 2 DDOIER D
BRI ZE D EE & SD

FBUPRERNTRE  H2PREHR D LR

& 1 52 i1 52
T M 5.63 5.76 5.57 5.81
SD 0.17 0.19 0.15 0.21
TO M 5.73 4.46 5.68 4.62
SD 0.25 0.52 0.14 0.28
oT M 4.48 5.60 4.44 5.82
SD 0.23 0.20 0.39 0.26
o0 M 4.21 4.42 4.48 4.47
SD 0.51 0.43 0.30 0.25
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B, FECES 2 TORESR O BURANEIIED 5 HMEWVEE A
TFETDINEPRETH D Z Ebhotc, L,
SV UTRER, B RERDEROBEATETIL 4 &M
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