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Abstract

This study investigated if reading skills could be improved by reading textbooks. Participants
(N = 70) took reading skills tests (RST). Of these, half the participants read guide books on the
textbooks which explained the textbooks in detail. They read the guide books aloud for 40
minutes both 10 and 7 days before taking the test. An ANOVA examined the RST performance
of all the participants. Results indicated that the skills of imagining real situations in which the

events described in the textbooks could occur, and imagining real instances of issues described

in the textbooks were improved by reading the guide books aloud. Principal component analysis

on the data of seven subskills of reading was conducted and general reading skills for both the

first and the second component were identified. Results indicated that the first component was

enhanced by oral reading, whereas the second component was not, which suggested that oral

reading had an impact only on the first component of general reading skills.
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