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Abstract

The Japanese language employs at least three kinds of
scripts or character sets in writing, Chinese characters,
hiragana and katakana, although some also employ Roman,
Cyrillic and other alphabets, emojis or emoticons of various
kinds and all sorts of other items in their text exchanges.
Katakana characters in modern Japanese have been used
primarily to represent sounds such as onomatopoeia, loan
words from European and other languages, scientific names
of plants and animals and so on but in recent years, use of
katakana characters have become so wide-spread and
rampant in mass media, internet communication and
everyday conversations and interactions, most notably in the
fields of ICT, finance, medicine, fashion and gastronomy,
that it started to mislead, disrupt and confuse communication
among native speakers of Japanese, sometimes literally with
fatal results. Mistakenly prescribed medication could lead to
serious health hazards and the Japanese Ministry of Health,
Labor and Welfare has issued a series of advisories and
warnings against possible prescription errors. Part of the
cause of this problem is that the names of medications tend
to be coined as a series of katakana characters, for which
most Japanese would not associate any intuitive sense of
what the particular series of katakana characters might
suggest in terms of possible medical effects. Rampant
proliferation of katakana words and phrases also affects
English language learning by Japanese students. First,
English words most familiar to Japanese can also be found
among loan words. When children first get acquainted with
them as katakana loan words, they acquire their
pronunciation as Japanese words. English words ending in a
consonant are often mispronounced with a final superfluous
vowel. Second, some loan words derived from English
nouns are used in light-verb constructions in Japanese:
English noun choice is often used in “tyoisu-suru” for
instance. Some students mistakenly use these English nouns
as verbs and inflect them into past forms, as in I choiced
this class because | am poor in English.” Third, students tend
to use expressions such as merit and demerit contrastively in
argumentative presentations and papers, influenced by
frequently used katakana expressions such as “meritto”
versus “demeritto,” but using merit and demerit contrastively
is not customary in English writings. We will discuss some
of those adverse influences and how to mitigate them.
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WS, BGED mycar & AAGED [~A 71—
TEWNE B2 L, FAEREDa I 2= —
va AT “Doyouhave my car?” &\
5 &9 ER z EFE e HFITRWNT 50
ZRTWD & REEREEEE 6 L2z E D
£ RE B2 Dh RNIERESND,
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DHNERE HAGEOHEEMNRF SN D Z 21Tk
% AARGESNEREOFH T L H D,
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| chosen | choice | choiced &\ ™9 ->30) Z&TetDIX
118 V| choice 1% 37 -7z,

choice TN HIELLHES>TWLHEER) 8
choice W1 HNCENEIE LTHEHLE S & LT
choose \ZETIEL TWAESWELTEM) 3
choice %> GMNCEE]E LTHEHA LT
% ) 24

SVMRZ T choice Wi b LTHEHLTLE ST
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EHUT ATV TUODDD 23 T X 720 1

2O LEm&EERIEH LIEMAE R D & choose |
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# 6 [EIZIT choice V&N B E RG]

Q-mt07 | Someone gave you enough money to travel around the
world for one month with another person. Given the
choice, would you rather travel with one of your

friends or someone in your family? Why?

Q-ch10 You are offered a chance to spend one year in an
English-speaking country? If you are allowed to
choose, which country would you like to go; the USA,

Canada, Australia, New Zealand, or the UK? Why?

Q-co01 If you have only 15 minutes for lunch, would you get a
sandwich, would you skip the meal entirely, or would
you rather be late for the next class and have a decent

meal? Explain why.

Q-ed08 Among the various activities that you did during class
or as homework, what was the most interesting or
enjoyable for you? Be as specific as you can and give

some concrete examples and reasons for your answer.

Q-se09 When you go out for dinner with your friends, which
of the following would be more important in making
your choice, quality of food and drinks, or atmosphere

and price?
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