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Abstract

Humans like to personify non-human objects. To understand
the underlying mechanism of personification, I conducted
several experiments in which human participants reported
personified gender, age, personality traits of cars and chairs.
Experiment 1 (personification task) showed that the
participants successfully personified cars and chairs. Color
saturation was found to be correlated with the personified age
and gender of cars. In Experiment 2, participants were asked
to infer age and gender of typical user of those objects. Results
showed that the inferred user age/gender were well correlated
with personified age/gender, suggesting that our knowledge of
(stereo)typical user/owner may affect personification. In
Experiment 3, the cars and chairs were rated in terms of
design-related adjectives and personality trait words. Factor
analyses were applied to the data, which yielded 4-factoral
model of design traits and 3-factoral model of personality
traits of cars and chairs. Some of these factors were well
correlated with the personified age and gender (Experiment 1).
Further, most of the personality trait factors were significantly
correlated with subjective likability of the objects. These
results signified that personification is one of main
components of high-level object perception.

Keywords —  personification, anthropomorphism,
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