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Abstract

Psychological and cognitive science studies including
embodied cognition have been explored underlying
mechanisms of aesthetic and impressive evaluations of
paintings. In the present research, two types of artworks (i.e.,
standard paintings and paintings on the ceiling) by the same
artists were compared in the two types of viewing; looking
forward or looking upward to assess the spatial arrangement
of the artworks and these body conditions on various
subjective impression evaluations of the artworks. The
spatial arrangement (ceiling x wall) and the type of the
artworks (ceiling painting x wall painting) were independent
variables. The participants appreciated the paintings in a VR
space to watch the two types of arrangements (i.e., a painting
on the wall or a painting on the ceiling) with the same
distance. Although in the whole artworks the main effect and
the interaction were not significant, in some of the artworks,
evaluations of liking, emotion, beauty, arousal, and strength
were enhanced in accordance with the spatial arrangement
and the type of painting were matched: The paintings of the
ceilings were preferred when they are presented on the
ceiling than on the wall, while the paintings of the wall were
preferred more presented on the wall than on the ceiling. We
discussed possibilities that artists took the viewers' body
postures into consideration when they draw their paintings.

Keywords — embodied cognition, aesthetics, Ceiling
painting, painting on the feeling, virtual reality
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