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Abstract

In this study, we discuss the process and mechanism of
projection by interpreting these as misprojection and
fictional projection, using the theme of “fan arts,” which are
widely viewed as creative activities of so-called geeks. “Fan
arts” is a term in geek culture that refers to creative activities
like parodies that independently change a story, using
characters and stories drawn from existing works such as
anime. Quite a large number of women enjoy such fan art
works, that on occasion transform the friendships and
rivalries between men depicted in existing works such as
anime into male love stories.

In addition to empathy for love, seen in what is known as
the fan club, fan arts represent a major trend that is created
by generating misprojection and fictional projection. There is
active mutual exchange between the creators and readers of
fan arts, so although it may involve misprojection of an
individual’s delusion, there is a wealth of information that is
provided as feedback to the creators by the readers.
Individual misprojections are further strengthened through
these bidirectional processes, and representations shared
among a large number of people become “vivid illusions.”
Transitioning from fan art misprojection to fictional
projection is made possible through the sharing of individual
misprojections with many other people. The sharing of
projections and the process of transition that occurs as a
result may be applicable not only to fan arts but also to
processes whereby individual beliefs become major religions.
Projection sharing and transitioning has not been the focus of
much attention to date, but we will investigate the specific
workings of people’s minds from these perspectives.
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