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Food and Onomatopoeia for texture expressions:
the role it plays in shared sensory appreciation in food culture
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Abstract

When trying to convey information related to
food flavors and preferences, how do you express
(in Japanese) characteristics related to the five
senses? There are many metaphorical
expressions for aroma and flavor, but Japanese
expressions for texture more often include
onomatopoeia, such as fuwa-toro for “fluffy” and
Food

onomatopoeia, which linguistically express the

saku-saku  for  “crispy”. texture
feel of food in one’s mouth or on teeth and
chewing sounds in the mouth, have become
associated with specific foods, and because they
enable a shared sensory experience, such
onomatopoeia play an important role in
understanding the feelings of others. We focus on
sensory expressions and especially onomatopoeia
usage in topics related to food.
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