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Abstract

Use of language is universal, although languages
around the world are not alike in many respects. Eating and
drinking are universal, although people eat and drink
different materials in different ways, depending on religious
beliefs, ethnicity and culture, counties and regions and so
forth. For a person mostly confined in a particular culinary
tradition and customs, it is often not easy to understand fully
a detailed description of a dish in a foreign country only by
linguistic expositions, especially when such description is
given in a foreign language, but pictures and video clips can
help and if it is OK for the person to try it, eating it is the
most straightforward and easiest way for understanding how
it feels and tastes, although we do not really know whether
how it tastes to us is or is not the same as how it tastes to
others, especially to people who lives in that particular
foreign country.

In this workshop for exchanging gustatory experiences,
we provide the participants with relatively easy-to-handle
snacks with various different feels: some fluffy, some
crunchy and some crispy, for instance. By trying to exchange
in verbal expressions our palatal sensations, visual imagery
and acoustic experiences of eating this and that piece of
snack, we may be able to come to a better understanding of
how we experience eating and how others experience eating
and also how we try to express those experiences in words
and others would try to express the same or similar
experiences with the same or different expressions.

Languages differ, especially at the lexical level of how
sound and meaning are connected, but recent studies on
sound symbolism, naming conventions and ideophones are
making it more and more conceivable that other languages
can be made more readily accessible through such
connections.
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