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Abstract

Japan is faced with an imminent challenge of cultivating
‘global human resources’, as the whole society develops into a
global information society. The course of study defined by the
Ministry of Education, Culture, and Sports and Technology
(MEXT) has emphasized ‘communication skills’ as a focus of
the foreign language subjects (e.g., English) since the 1990,
with additional emphasis on cultivating “attitudes toward active
engagement in communication” across the board in all subjects
since around the turn of the century and the millennium. English
listening component was incorporated into the University
Entrance Examination Center Tests in 2006 but how its
backwash affected listening proficiency of Japanese college
students in general remains questionable. During the academic
year of 2014, the Educational Reform Working Group within
the Liberal Democratic Party suggested use of TOEFL iBT as
part of university entrance procedures and in 2015, MEXT
advised universities to consider employment of 4-skills English
language tests in admission processes. However, how students
would perform in those tests is not known as speaking or
writing tests have not been administered in large scales in Japan.

In the school years of 2015-2016 and 2016-2017,
approximately 60 and 90 first-year students, respectively,
studying at a private university in Tokyo took \ersant English
Test, an automated test of spoken English, and Versant Writing
Test, an automated test of reading and writing English, as well
as Oxford Quick Placement Test, which measures vocabulary;,
collocation, and grammar through multiple choice reading tasks.
The present study reports results and analyses of the test scores
and estimated CEFR levels, and then discusses challenges that
Japanese learners and teachers of English are trying to deal with.

Keywords — Language Proficiency, Automated Spoken
Test, Automated Writing Test, CEFR
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ToDIZARET DAL, ETAFROFERE
FURRRILCRT L C EB BN X 0 < FIREI 200 h — I
IEREER T D 2 E LRI L Ze o TN D,
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HRETIH A V=T o v 7L Y A= %k LR
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BREEENFRECTH D & WV O RIUIZE < OEAITFTELR
WV, BN, KEAFEDAE =X IR0TAT 4
T DOIEFIMENZ LD 4 FRERB A NFE R D
FRISHAANTE LTH, RERRFHIR AL S BRY |
S & LUIIBEOH D) —T 4 IR A=
VT TRARIIES 2 LS X D LT AR E b E L
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2. Versant Tests & OQPT

Versant English Test (VET) (34MERE - 55 SiEE L
COHGEED NEHEHRE ) 2 HET 52 BT, 5
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HTEV MEHEM: - 2240 B A7~ 9, Versant Writing
Test (VWD) I3EZESFECOIGEERE N2 HET 24
HEEERCH 5,

VET 13% 1. \ORT X 9124 6 ik sing, &
IR ERBEITATERD LdarBa—# ETRYEE
. ARITIEFREES AT A2 AW CHEE S S, T
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7 1. Versant English Test Ok
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THAERRIREED & 2 FTREMEDIR G S s, ThET
DRITTIEZ DIUIRE fizE &7z o TRV, Tl A,
FOUTREND RO R % 43 CHR L 72\ s
FHZBRENZFITND 2 L OFBERKE G LV
AN

# 2. Versant Writing Test DA%

Bl BRT

PartA | Typing (¥ A E'>7)

Part B | Sentence Completion (ZZFf#iBh)

Part C | Dictation (74277 —+a)

PartD Passage Reconstruction (CCEOFEHEEL)
PartE | E-Mail Writing (E A —/LE%)

AR ZR7

Part A Reading (F#t)

Part B | Sentence Repeat (187E)

Part C | Short Answer Questions GEHIEE)
PartD | Sentence Builds CLOHESR)

Part E | Story Retelling GEDTHH)

Part F Open Questions (H H[AIZ)

Part A: Reading Tl HHUCEIR Z LTV 5 3D
Hota RO LD, BEICLVIEREINEFOLEG
I EiF 5, Part B 726 Part F OREIT 2 TEH O TH
RS, BRI TSR R O FE RS & FIRETZ T 23 EH IR
SN TW5, 728, Part A 7°5 Part E £ TORR2NH E)
RO G LD | AR EHEC - 555 - TGS - E
DIFHES D 4 SOV 7 2% /L008 20-80 S THRE S D,

Versant English Test D24 MERRAEOMIFEREFAZ L D
& FREARIZIIT D7 A N OfEEET split-half 1T 0.97
23, testretest 5 TH 0.97 BNHEINTEY ., &V VEHE
PENFFES TS, PRSI OREEER & LTI,
TOEFLABT DA —F 7% s vardmfe 075
(n=130). IELTS ® A t"—x > 7R L 0.76 (n=130),
TOEIC V 2= 2727 a2k 071 =171 &, &
A 72D BFERER & b FRSROEBIR B 5, BRI
[9] - [10] &M T-uy,

VWT 1338 2. 1ORT L 9104 5 Tk S5, 5
R ERTEITE - XF T ¥ —Fy @Bl Tay
Va—4O7 7% EICEE S, F—FR— Kb a1
T AHREITHEERS SND 20, HEESCREES &
L L7, VWT OXRICIE—58 e R A0 & miffe
L L7z email OIERGRENSH D720, AARAKRFEELE -

MBI L SCIE - 7B - ARk - SUK - gD b SO
AF/V3 20-80 ;RTH - i S5, Part A O Typing
MOITEA THEL XA T OEMRENEHEND D,
INBIET A FOMERIZITEENT, ZBEICEETS
EIEHRE LT REN D, VWT [E2 0 B2 — 2B T
HYX—AR— REEH L TREANEAT I 12D, e
DHEA B TIIAEIVTH A THED B, 5D
UNTIERE S DMRWGAITIE, T A MERVBIAT 0 7
NED S ZA B T HORIMZ M L TN D ATREME &
Bz, ZA THEL XA T OIS DB &
LTCRa7 LAR— MIEEN TS,

VWT OZE4HRGREOMITHEFRIZ L 5 & Al
57 A S OfEFEMNT split-half 7T 0.98 23, F72 A4k
RIZEDAa7 L HERRRIZ L 2 227 L OfIZIE 0.98
OFEBANRE 4T D . VET & RIS E MEiEME 5
FAESIUTCW D, BRI [11] Z2&mEnizuy,

Oxford Quick Placement Test (OQPT) (Zi% paper
and pencil version & CD-ROM version & online version
MDD, AfE CHRET 5T — X IIFEEHEE7: paper
and pencil version (2 & %, SEEDFHHES ) L OGRS - 3L
DTSR ] 5 REAAEC 60 [d 0 | e 30
53T %, Part 1 D 40 BIET < TOFAED G (kL
TDOL~YL) T, Part 1 OAEAMHT 5356 ORTERFH]
132043 Cd D, Part 2 @ 20 i Part 1 ¢ 40 [+ 36
ML RIZTEE LT B L~V ORI 95 2 & 3
BINT0D . Gl [121 22 ahizn, AlEEs
FIEREREO AL T 5720, ERLOREMICE
DHF, Part 1 & Part 2 260 ROEFHSAEMHL
72

VET - VWT - OQPT D7 A FTld, 7 A b3k
LEIDMDHEE SNDEZRE D I —n v/ NEiEES
A (Common European Framework of Reference,
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CEFR) D% L-L & OBORIGHHIAAB S TIN5,
CEFR Ti3FEEARSEMEASGmAaE L, &LV
ORI BER)  (functional) 72 3 L A9
(situational) 72%F# %5 Te Can-Do Statements % fifi~
TW5, BRIIZIEER 3 12865 Can-Do Statements (Z27C
B VLHERSI TN D, s/l [18] 2SSy,

% 3. CEFR @ A1 7>6 B2 L~UL e il

Al | Can understand and use familiar everyday
expressions and very basic phrases aimed at
the satisfaction of needs of a concrete type. Can
introduce him / herself and others and can ask
and answer questions about personal details
such as where he/she lives, people he/she knows
and things he/she has. Can interact in a simple
way provided the other person talks slowly and
clearly and is prepared to help.

A2 | Can understand sentences and frequently used
expressions related to areas of most immediate
relevance (e.g., very basic personal and family
information, shopping, local geography,
employment). Can communicate in simple and
routine tasks requiring a simple and direct
exchange of information on familiar and routine
matters. Can describe in simple terms aspects
of his’her background, immediate environment
and matters in areas of immediate need.

B1 | Can understand the main points of clear
standard input on familiar matters regularly
encountered in work, school, leisure, etc. Can
deal with most situations likely to arise whilst
travelling in an area where the language is
spoken. Can produce simple connected text on
topics which are familiar or of personal interest.
Can describe experiences and events, dreams,
hopes & ambitions and briefly give reasons and
explanations for opinions and plans.

B2 | Can understand the main ideas of complex text
on both concrete and abstract topics, including
technical discussions in his/her field of
specialisation. Can interact with a degree of
fluency and spontaneity that makes regular
Interaction with native speakers quite possible
without strain for either party. Can produce
clear, detailed text on a wide range of subjects
and explain a viewpoint on a topical issue
giving the advantages and disadvantages of
various options.

BIORT L 91T, VET OFEFIC LD LB L4k 0
KL A L & 72273, OQPT DR HIFREI D
D LLR CEFR O B L~YUHHIRT 5, A LUL
1% Basic User] TB L~YLZ [Independent User] &
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IR ERENTWND, £ 3 THIZOIRKRELE LTIX
familiar / immediate relevance / need / simple / routine
REBDHD, A LYLOSTEHFERIE L, ARS8
FERAIC DOV THBI A ] S 2 AR 72 B2 B - fof
MT 2 ZENTELD, BTSN RBIZ PR LT
DIFELTZV 5 Z LITTERY, VET DRA= T b5)
WD EIE, REOFANA L~V THD, Al L~ULT
IE, AR SEERE ISR T E T, B LTI
Do EPMRICEEL TH B O e EOTSNE L 72D,

#4. VET - VWT - OQPT ®A =17 &
CEFR L~V O%5#

CEFR VET VWT oQPT
>Al 20-25 09
Al 26-35 20-29 10-17
A2 36-46 30-43 18-29
B1 47-57 44-53 30-39
B2 58-68 54-66 40-47
C1 69-78 67-76 48-54
C2 79-80 77-80 55-60

728, VWT I IEX ORI ZIGE ORI, 2%
—R— R LOREDEEE D720, 5 - SIKTF
—R— R THERIESTEAT ORBRDIZ L A L7V HAR
NJGEFBZ Lo TR, REAELWZELa L Ea—
AR ECOYGEFERER T b HFEEREA I BBE T
We L BROH D AT PELIVRY,

3. #HERAE & RERNTH

2004 AEFELIREI AR R AE ST N D8 AL
1% 800 £4HiitE TH DA, T —HUWEDXER L 72 D H AL
IXZDHH 37T A60 455000 904 THY, AEL
LT 1 Elfite, 1 AR L EIELIHZ L OFEHY
IHTZS SO LWHETEB SN biF Clidel, 0%
TERED 7 T AZEIEONTZ LN Z L THDT=D,
ZORFHITITE T OGN ED, UL, Lo EHE
DEWINERET DT —ZIIHE LR, F72, D
< &t VET IZDTIE 2000 FFEEDNS 2017 4FEEE T, 47
UM RF R T2 R L Q0D 72, RO
MNESERDOFEEERFE I OWTH D —oDfEE L LT
FISIERNR DD L EZ TS, IEICOWTIL. BE
DI DZFEDRRD TRNA T 57 & EICREMEL
57280, FEEIC L > TEEN R OND)

2015 LI TIT FRB I FETF 1 IR T 5 62
BN UT=, FERHARI 2015 AEEEOFER] A58 LTI TV,
VET & VWT |34 4 [al, OQPT 1% 3 [F15fi L7-, VET
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WZDWTIE 2015 FRERERCTHIBLG - # TICHPET 4 72 7. 2015 4 VWT SZBRE)S Rl t-En=53)
Ay -7 H EA) -9 ATA - 1 A ERIORERI SRR 4 A 7TH 9A 12 A
MARAT L, CTELHIETHONIZRTHZ L LV HTE NG5 4145 | 44.08 | 4451 | 47775
REHLARIEEEN 2N Z B Z 58 T L=, VWT UL 7.82 817 8.00 7.94
WZOW TR FEFIOITFEDa s Ea I 20 20 22 22
— S ~DOBEREBE LD LN T) SRR I L7, s 62 66 64 67
OQPT (22T, BYKRATD 4 F ek O3 CHeERet]

I 80 45 %~ CER L. 7 A. 12 A0 bR L # 8.2016 1 VWT BRI R H B 0=74)
7=, OQPT |ZIZAI L1 Version 1 & Version 2 73 4R | TA | 9”4 | 12H
V. 1IEBIERTE A, 2EIE & 3 EH %A L, i) 4124 | 4355 | 4404 | 4570
4 62 4 OWERE ., VET & VWT 24T im0 ice | BWEDIK | 679 | 678 | 712 | 678
BRL, 2= 7 BEHSNFE 53 4 Thotz, =0 i 26 24 25 28
53 A\iZ OQPT bITFLEN4A 3 AT L7=72% (4 A T 58 62 58 60

5244, TH 534, 12 H 5044) . LR DA TIEZ D 53 % 9. 2015 4 OQPT ZEAEIMIEgE -t

NextGE L5, 4K 75 12 A
[RERIZ 2016 AEEEITIL 91 4D 1 H4ED H B T4 412D =59 | =59 | (650

WCAIT AL THY, 0QPT bRENR2MEZH a708 3308 |- 2824
L7zleh, UFOGHTCIEI D T4 4% 2016 DT — sk | 657 =03 - o1
BRHRET D, (2013 4FHEND 2016 FEEE THOT—HIT ' : :
0. OQPT |22V THRIRDHANFH] 52N 78> T E:% 20 25 i 21
%. Fi-. VWT I 2015 RO TR Ui, 8 L2 50 48 L
FECOEMEE L TREMYENETNENREZAD 7% 10. 2016 4FFE OQPT SZBAnls Riidiiat-&:
BV | FHERHEAS 60 43T < &[RRI O KGRI % 4 A 7H - -
o TLE 9720 0QPT DEMMEHL AR LTl Liz) | ) 3628 | 37.70

FEUES B 6.07 6.36
4 F—B4HR R 20 A

e 50 50
4.1. ib#st= VET « VWT O E LRI 4 ] LAEEERD 12

HATHETHE, MELTHWADZ ERHETSH S, 5tk
HY Ot REETNTIUTTRER, Mt Bz
(p<0.05)23 b7z, —J5 OQPT D V4% 4 HE 12 A

VET, VWT, OQPT D& RorCiuliwis -4 BR(A]
IR NPHEI0ICELEDD,

7% 5. 2015 4% VET SZERERFbtst #n=53) THlET 2 & . BEFmEL TS L00, FHUEE kE
4 A TH 94 12 A 77T KIGH Y Dt REEIToTAER, SatE

) 38.89 | 41.47 | 4057 | 42.42 TR SN -7 (p>0.05),
TSR 6.77 6.45 6.18 5.54 FROFERFFHEO T EONLT D &, DD
AR 27 29 25 31 FEDAT NSRBI A IR I S L LT D K
e 55 62 56 60 INTHRZ D LIRS, 72 BT 2000 FEED B

FEOWEFHFNED 5 6 50 N5 100 NFFRRE DT — X
S L TR, 72< &b Versant English Score ™
AZATNZONT, Z DMK E IREEN RN &%

7 6. 2016 4FE VET ZBalnlB Flb ke t-Em=74)
4 H 7H 94 12 A

;‘f’z 38.16 | 4049 | 3942 | 41.11 TETU\D, 2006 4EEEAE 2011 4EFEE CO Versant

PRy | 539 | 566 | 628 | 562 English Test (OZBREEL - A E ORI HED— 8%
Sk 27 | 29 | 27 | 32 EERINCE LT ORROR 11 T, Gk « R
B 62 | 59 | 6 | 62 LAt 0] -2 - 4 &BEnk,)
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F 11, AEEERIED R £ 14. 2015 4EE VWT 725 CEFR L~YL~Hif (n=53)
CEFR 4 H TH 9A4 12 A
EE | N | ¥ S Al 3 1 2 2
Tz | & Ga% | 1.9% | (3.8% | (3.8%)
2006 | 90 | 3727 | 6.95 | 4831 | 62 | 21 A2 32 22 21 10
(60.4%) | (41.5%) | (39.6%) | (18.9%)
2 4 2 2 !

007 | 74 | 37.26 | 827 | 68.39 | 66 | 23 1 e o >3 m
2008 | 74 | 3601 ) 643 | 4141 | 51 | 23 (30.2%) | (47.2%) | (43.4%) | (56.6%)
2009 | 71 | 87.11 | 5.90 | 34.82 | 49 | 25 B2 2 5 7 10
2010 | 86 | 87.30 | 747 | 55.86 | 80 | 23 & (3'2%) (9'?)%) (1362%) (18'19%)
2011 | 97 | 37.43 | 6.00 | 36.02 | 53 | 20 %) 0% 0% (1.9%)

. C2 0 0 0 0
SR EIIAAAEE 36 5 - 37 SRR THY . KELEH) (0%) 0%) 0%) 0%)
DIRNT ENR TN D, — It BT L D5
e N J =1 =
IHTh . RO e R b X 15 2016 FEIEVWT /05 CEFR L-ob i m=74)
7=, [F(5,486) = 0.45, n.s] CEFR | 47 A 9 1273
Al 3 1 4 1
(4.1%) (1.4%) | (5.4%) (1.4%)
A2 41 38 27 26
(55.4%) | (51.4%) | (36.5%) | (35.1%)
4.2. CEFRMLNEE
= Bl 28 28 35 39

K7 2 AT I CEFR L~UUCHE L. 5] _ (37.28%) (3753%) (47.83%) (52.87%)
Bz ED LD fﬁ%ﬁ@liﬁéﬁ\ F12MHER1TICEED (2'7%) (9‘5%) (10.8%) (10.8%)
7o C1 0 0 0 0

(0%) (0%) (0%) (0%)
7% 12. 2015 4EFE VET 75 CEFR L~YL~J5 (n=53) C2 0 0 0 0
CEFR 4 A 7AH 94 12 A (0%) (0%) (0%) (0%)
Al 19 8 10 6 i . -
35.8%) | (17.0% | (18.9%) | (11.3%) # 16. 2015 4EHE OQPT 76 CEFR L~/L~ i
A9 27 36 36 35 CEFR 4A 7H 12 A
(50.9%) | 67.9%) | 67.9%) | (66.0%) (n=52) (n=53) (n=50)
B1 7 6 7 1 Al 0 0 0
(13.2%) | (11.3%) | (13.2%) | (20.8%) 0%) (0%) (0%)
B2 0 2 0 0 A2 7 4 3
o (O(f’) (3'(? %) (O(f’) (O(f’) 135%) | (5% | (6.0%)
0%) 00 | ©0% | 0% Bl 25 25 21
2 0 0 0 0 (48.1%) | (47.2%) | (54.0%)
(0%) 0%) (0%) (0%) B2 19 21 16
(36.5%) | (39.6%) | (32.0%)
£ 13. 2016 4EEE VET 75 CEFR L--L~JiE (n=74) C1 1 3 4
CEFR 48 7 H 9H 12 A (1.9%) (5.7%) (8.0%)
Al 25 19 18 7 C2 0 0 0
(33.8%) | (13.5%) | (24.3%) | (9.5%) (0%) (0%) (0%)
A2 44 56 48 57 R .
(9.5%) | (75.71%) | (64.9%) | (77.0%) # 16. 2016 4 OQPT 75 CEFR LV~
Bl 4 6 7 9 CEFR 4 A 7H
(5.4;%) (8.;%) (9.5{%) (12.12%) Al 0 (0%) 0 (0%)
B2 , ’ , , A2 14 (18.9%) 9 (12.2%)
S (1'3/") (2'(7)/°) (1'3/°) (1'§/°) Bl 40 (54.1%) 32 (43.2%)
1 (0%) (0%) (0%) (0%) B2 18 (243%) 31 (419%)
C2 0 0 0 0 C1 2 (2.7%) 2 (2.7%)
(0%) (0%) (0%) (0%) C2 0 (0%) 0 (0%)
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