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Abstract

People who aren’t familiar with paintings tend to avoid
viewing abstract paintings. This study examined the effects of
prior knowledge, appreciation strategy, and interaction
between them on the evaluation of abstract paintings among
painting novices. Forty-five university students evaluated an
abstract painting on four questionnaire items after looking at
the painting for a minute:  comfortableness,
uncomfortableness, frustration, and incomprehensibility. In
addition, after looking at the same painting for three minutes,
they responded to the same items again. Some participants
read an explanation of the painting before viewing it, that is,
they acquired prior knowledge. In the same way, before they
looked at the painting, other participants were instructed to
think of the meanings of the painting creatively while viewing
it, which means that they were required to use a divergent
appreciation strategy. As a result, comfortableness was
enhanced, while uncomfortableness, frustration and
incomprehensibility were reduced in the group of participants
with both prior knowledge and the divergent appreciation
strategy although the divergent appreciation strategy without
prior knowledge increased frustration. The results suggest that
the divergent appreciation strategy with appropriate
knowledge enhanced positive appreciation of abstract
paintings.
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