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Abstract

Unreadable eccentric names, called “Kira-kira names”,
tend to be regarded as causes of the social bad influences
such as being bullied or getting trouble finding jobs in Japan.
Does it mean that name itself makes good or bad impression
on people and make them judge the owner of the name? This
study investigates the following questions, focusing on the
congruence between the images of individuals and their
names; (1) do native Japanese evaluators commonly judge
individuals by their Kira-kira and non Kira-kira names?; (2)
do the evaluators diminish their estimation of the individuals
whose names are judged unsuitable for their ages or jobs?
The result suggests that the evaluators tend to judge
individuals not only with Kira-kira names, but also with non
Kira-kira names, by their names; the evaluators tend to
diminish their estimation of the individuals, especially when
their names are non Kira-kira names and judged unsuitable
for their ages or jobs.

Keywords — Kira-kira names, non Kira-kira names,
impression evaluation, individual images
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