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Abstract

Recent studies on development of independent walking
imply that infant walking is not goal-directed but rather
exploratory in nature, and that the steps included in one bout
of walking is statistically random. However, the number of
steps actually taken is constrained by layout of furniture and
the size of the home. We observed two infants at their homes
for three months and found that 50% of their walking bouts
included fewer than 10 steps. Though both infants became
able to walk more than 50 steps in one walking bout several
weeks after the onset of walking, short walking bouts of
fewer than 10 steps were continuously observed throughout
the observation period. It appears that short walking bouts a
typical of walking in the daily home environment.
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