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Abstract

While we often use unconventional or novel ideophones in
literature, comics or daily conversation, they are not fully
studied in linguistics. In this paper we aim to construct a new
method to analyze how and when unconventional ideophones
are used. In the experiment, participants touched two types of
virtual texture which were visually displayed on the tablet
screen: physical texture and response delay texture. Both are
novel textures but the latter is more unfamiliar to the
participants. They were asked to express the sensation of the
texture using ideophones. Our results show that participants
used statistically more unconventional ideophones to describe
the response delay texture than the physical texture. We aim
to apply our method to reveal the inner process that is behind
each participants’ choice of ideophones.
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