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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effect of
commonality search on idea generation. Forty-two
undergraduates were assigned to two conditions:
commonality search and word association (control group).
The participants in the commonality search condition were
asked to list commonalities between a towel and nine
unrelated words. The participants in the word association
condition were asked to list words they remembered from
each cue word provided to them. Then, as a measure of
creative idea generation, they were asked to generate unusual
uses of a towel. Two raters scored the saliency of the
commonalities and the words that the participants listed, and
three other raters scored the feasibility, originality, and
attractiveness of the ideas that the participants generated.
The results showed that the participants in the commonality
search condition found less salient features than those in the
word association condition. However, there were no
significant differences in the quality of the ideas between the
two conditions. We concluded that commonality search leads
to finding less salient features of objects and additional
instructions linking commonality search with idea generation
are needed in order to improve its effectiveness in idea
generation.
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