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Idol fans and social media:
Analyses of designing information environments to make friends
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Abstract

A  multi-method approach was used to examine
socio-psychological characteristics of idol fans, called
“Janiota”, as social media users. In Study1, web survey with
116 janiota showed that they have special Twitter accounts
for their fandom activity, and in which they severely screen
their friends to construct a safe and secure environment. In
Study2, in-depth interviews with 5 experienced janiota
showed that they learn the friend screening system by
long-term observation in Janiota community, and the
development of interpersonal relationship has fundamental
feature as in adolescent
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