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Abstract

In this paper, we illustrate how participants in conver-
sations conducted in the vast field spatially orient their
bodies to conversants and physical objects depending on
the environments and the contexts they are in. A micro
analysis of the video data from our fieldwork at Nozawa-
onsen Dosojin festival shows that participants develop var-
ious body orientations such as F-formation in a circular,
side-by-side, and C-shaped arrangements as well as H-
formation. We discuss what physical, interactional, and
social factors affect the formation and the transformation
of these body orientations.
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