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Abstract

In this paper, we investigated prosodic features that
project transition relevance places in Japanese spon-
taneous conversation to clarify acoustic features for
predicting the ends of utterances. Results showed
that the fundamental frequency and intensity at
the beginning of the final accentual phrase indicate
whether the utterance includes utterance-final ele-
ments, which are the syntactic cue for detecting the
end-of-utterance. In addition, the mora duration
lengthened in the final accentual phrase. Then, we
carried out perceptual experiments with Japanese ut-
terances missing the utterance-final elements. The
result showed that subjects distinguished whether an
UFE follows at the verb before the appearance of the
UFE. That is, by using acoustic features, hearers feel
that the end of the utterance arrives soon before the
syntactic features appears.
Keywords — End-of-Utterance, Utterance-

Final Element, Accent Phrase, Prosody
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