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Abstract

Designing embodied agents that are empathic and positive
towards humans is important in Human Agent Interaction
(HAI) and design factors need to be instigated based on
experimental investigation.  One of the important factors on
designing agents is the specificity.  Less specific animated
designs are better than realistic designs on facilitating
positive emotions during interactions. Based on this notion,
this study investigated the effects of a deformed embodied
agent during a collaborative interaction task and investigated
how subjective interpersonal states and emotional states
change due to the degree of its deformed design. ~ This was
examined by using an interactive communication task with
an embodied agent where its subjective and emotional state
were controlled.  The results obtained indicate that
deformed agents evoke impressions of closeness and
produce higher arousal states. We further discuss what kind
of cognitive factors are related on facilitating interaction.

Keywords — Embodied Agent, Deformation,
Collaborative Interaction, Pulse rate
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