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Abstract

A hearer is assumed to express his/her understand-
ings of a speaker’s utterances during conversation.
Clark and Schaefer (1989) proposed a process called
grounding. Grounding is a process that both speak-
ers and hearers try to establish the mutual belief that
they both understand the meaning of utterances. Al-
though they described several patterns of grounding,
it is not clear which type of grounding is more likely
to appear in particular circumstances. To examine
how hearers express his/her understandings of utter-
ances, we analyzed Japanese Map Task corpus. The
result showed that different types of grounding were
observed in different types of verbal expressions, sug-
gesting the innate nature of adaptability of ground-
ing.
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