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Abstract

It has traditionally been thought that the Modern Common
Japanese accent is lexically determined (e.g. Beckman and
Pierrehumbert 1986). Contrary to this common view, I
showed that this does not necessarily hold depending on
speaking modes, by pointing out that all the letters are
pronounced with an initial high accent when the speaker is
not thinking about the meaning of each individual character
(Sadanobu 2015). This paper further claims that there are
cases of lexical indeterminacy of accent. More specifically, it
shows that the accent of some copulas and particles are not
determined lexically, but sometimes depend on their
positions within speech structure.
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