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Abstract

Humor is considered to occur by finding out a mis-
take along with positive emotional valence. If so, it
is hypothesized that a feeling of “something false” is
involved in humor detection. This study is an at-
tempt at revealing the feeling in the use of metaphor-
ical humorous expressions. Twenty-one university
students were participated in this experiment, and
judged whether or not the expression was humorous
and contained “something false” as well as its ex-
plainability in a logical way. In the stimuli which
was judged humorous by more than half participants,
about half participants answered the feeling of “some-
thing false” was mainly involved in the humorous ex-
pressions, while the others answered opposite. In the
former participants, half of participants answered that
the reason was explainable, the others answered op-
posite. Therefore, it is suggested that humor detec-
tion can involve not only finding a mistake but also
other mechanism such as finding a newly-found rela-
tionship, along with positive emotional valence.
Keywords — metaphorical expression, humor,

something false.
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