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Abstract

We examined the effect of automatic imitation in a strategic
context within an East Asian culture (i.e., Japan) by using the
rock-paper-scissors game; the task of strategic players was to
avoid imitating their opponents. Participants (N = 27) were
instructed to play the rock-paper-scissors game with the aim
of achieving as many “wins” as possible, while either one or
both players were blindfolded. Results revealed that sighted
participants did not unconsciously imitate the gestures of
blindfolded participants. Previous findings from Western
populations on the effect of automatic imitation were not
replicated within the current East Asian sample.
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(A) blind-sighted condition

Figure 1.

Experimental settings
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Table 1.
blind-sighted games,

Distribution of the three gestures for the
the blind-blind games and
collapsed across all manipulations (%).

rock paper scissors
blind-sighted 31.4 33.9 34.6
blind-blind 33.0 33.8 33.3
overall 32.2 33.8 34.0
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Table 2. Summary of the outcomes observed across

the 27 participants.
mean SD
blind-sighted
blind wins (%) 34.0 8.1
sighted wins (%) 31.9 6.1
draws (%) 34.2 4.8
blind-blind
wins (%) 34.4 8.1
draws (%) 30.9 7.5
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Figure 2. Distributions of asynchronies observed for the
27participants to analysis.
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