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Abstract

The author has been studying on total phenomenon which
we feel while walking around our cities, based on the
concept of "modality." This paper aims to discuss about
research method on "cognition as it is," which is main topic
of the organized session, by reviewing on my research about
city-walk.

By modality, I mean total mode of being, which can be
understood with a theoretical model including concepts of
route and frame. I conducted walkthrough experiment in
Kyoto city, and asked subjects of those experiments to
record what they feel as it is. A huge amount of records
enabled me to visually depict urban modality both by
numbers and words. By analyzing these recorded and
depicted data, I could strengthen and expand the basic
theoretical model.

After introducing the outline and results of the research, this
paper reflects on it from viewpoints of, firstly behavior of
city-walk, secondly situation of the experiment, and finally
recording by words. These reflection proved meaning and
validity of the research method for empirically analyzing and
theoretically modeling urban modality. Furthermore, I
discuss on applicability of the method for other behaviors in
our daily life, such as car driving, talking, internet browsing
and so on. Conceptual model which is based on route and
frame, and recording method of modality using free words
have much possibility of application. Such inter-behavioral
research on modality is expected to be an important
approach for the cognition as it is.

Keywords — modality, city-walk, route, frame,
cognition as it is, spatio-temporal
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