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Three-year-olds with an interactive robot
— A participating observation at a preschool —
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Abstract

This article presents our year-long observation of 27
typically-developing preschoolers (three-year-olds) in-
teracting with an interactive robot, Keepon. Keepon
was placed in their playroom and tele-controlled by a
human operator (wizard) in a remote room. Through-
out 25 sessions (3h long each), the children showed
not only individual actions, such as approach to, ex-
ploration of, and interaction with Keepon, but also
collective social actions, where the children sponta-
neously and actively situate Keepon in their circle
of, for example, playing house. This field study sug-
gests that Keepon’s minimally-designed appearance
and capabilities would induce from the children var-
ious prosocial behavior as if they took care of or
protected Keepon, and the children referred to and
exchanged each other’s projection of social meaning,
such as a role in pretense play, to Keepon.
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