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Abstract

This paper aims to discuss the characteristics of spaces and
spatial schema extracted from traditional folk house and the
life lived in it, in Izena village, Okinawa, Japan. The study
focuses on the spaces called “Ichiban-za”, ”Niban-za”, and
” Amahaji”, which are important components of the traditional
folk house, and plays essential role in the ordinary life of the
residents.

The process of collecting narratives of the residents and of
experiencing the life in the village are discussed in detail.
Through the analysis of 12 narratives (out of 20 narratives
collected through the dialogs with the residents), the authors
found the characteristics of the space such as “expansion
of space territory of Ichiban-za: a schema of a concéntric
circle”, “homogeneity of Ichiban-za and Niban-za”, “inherent
characteristics of Niban-za, and its space continuity out to the
front yard of the house” , “change of characteristics of borders
of the house” .

Keywords — Spatial Schema, Narrative, Embodiment,
Experience, Characteristics of Space, Folk House, Izena
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