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Abstract

In this study, we investigated performers’ improvi-
sational adjustments in Sarutahiko’s dance, which is
one of the Kagura dances performed at the Nozawa
Onsen Yuzawajinja-Reisai. During a session, the ac-
tor of Sarutahiko performs four kinds of dances, and
the instrument players play hayashi (festival music)
on Japanese flutes and a drum. The hayashi contains
a particular phrase called Kaeshi, in which the players
adjust their musical performances with each other at
the beginning and the actor adjusts his dance with the
music at the end. We analyzed the tempo of Kaeshi,
and the other musical parts, and the timing of dances
in 7 sessions, and found i) that the players’ impro-
visational adjustment was accoumplished by sharing
the beats during the last long tone just before Kaeshi
and ii) that the actor’s adjustment with players was
loosely achieved depending on situations.
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