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Commonality search leads finding the obscure features of objects
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Abstract

It is necessary to find the obscure features of objects or
problems in order to generate novel ideas or solve problems.
Our previous study showed that searching for commonalities
between apparently unrelated objects helps find original and
appealing perspectives. In this study, we investigated how one
discovered commonalities between objects using protocol
analysis. Twenty-one participants were asked to think aloud
while engaging in a commonality discovery task. The results
showed that participants translated the features of each object
into commonalities more often when they searched for
commonalities between apparently unrelated objects than
between related objects. The results also showed that they
discovered more original or more appealing commonalities
when they used the translation strategy. It is implied that the
translation strategy is effective in finding some obscure features
of an object, as a result, and generating novel ideas.
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