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Abstract 

The problem children face has long been 
considered as a problem of induction in learning words 
and constructing the lexicon.  A number of proposals 
have been made concerning biases children utilize to 
constrain their inference of word meaning from a single 
example, including the taxonomic bias, the shape bias, 
and the mutual exclusivity bias.  Other researchers have 
argued that the ability to read social cues is the main 
driving force for word leaning. However, what children 
go through a complex chain of inference to come up with 
the “best possible word meaning” by utilizing different 
sources of cues, knowledge about the lexicon, and 
knowledge of words already present in their vocabulary. I 
maintain that this process of inference should be 
considered as abduction, and largely overlaps with that 
made by scientists in constructing the best explanation of 
the mechanism.  I argue that a key question for the 
symbol grounding problem is to uncover how children 
make abductive inference in word learning as well as in 
learning of other conceptual domains, and to identify the 
cognitive function that makes abductive reasoning 
possible. 
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