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Abstract

The present study examined the effect of locational
stereotypes on constructing spatial mental models
using a locational stereotype of God in Japan, which
means that God is relatively centered. Two short
stories were presented to participants. In one story
(God condition), God and two people wearing blue
and green clothes appeared in a room. In the other (red
person condition), three people in red, blue, and green
clothes appeared. The only difference between the two
stories was the first character that entered the room,
God or a person in red cloth. Participants read one of
the stories and provided an account of their locational
representation of the three characters. They then
explained the reasoning behind their accounts. In the
God condition, most participants stated that God was
in the center relative to the two people. In the red
person condition, most participants stated that the
person in red cloth was located in front of or closest to
the participant. These results suggest that character
locational stereotypes can affect spatial mental models
of character locations during text comprehension.
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