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Abstract

How do performers express themselves in a
fascinating way in improvisational activities
like jazz and dance? This study aims to
investigate the characteristics and strategies
of the improvisational process of expert
performers through longitudinal fieldwork of
one expert break-dancer. From previous
studies, it was suggested that performers
manage to  express themselves in
improvisational situations by utilizing and
changing flexibly already-acquired
expression methods (like techniques and
sequences of techniques in breakdance).
Based on these findings, we focused on five
techniques that the dancer had already
acquired, and investigated how the dancer
used these techniques in five battle
tournaments throughout 8 months. Results
showed that the dancer constructed one or
two basic methods to utilize these techniques
and changed them at three levels (content of
techniques, sequence of techniques, and
placement of techniques in full performance).
Further study is needed to detect factors
(such as music, performance of opponent)

that influence these improvisational
strategies.
Keywords — Improvisation, Breakdance,
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