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Abstract

Japanese language has various types of word-internal
stuttering like “te, tempura” “te, mpura” “teetempura”
and “teempura”. Although they are dis-fluent, they
reveal information about the speaker. This is because
the type of stuttering varies in accordance with the
speaker’s attitudes. In Japanese communication
stuttering is not just an ignorable mistake but a
meaningful pattern of speech. How is this possible?
We claim that the answer is concerned with the basic
skill of pronouncing segments clearly with the right
accent. The speaker must be good at this in order to
enable his/her stuttering to be interpreted as a
competent pattern of speech. Previous studies on
stuttering have focused on stuttering by native
speakers. However, our experiments, which involved
not only native speakers but also Japanese learners and
sound synthesizing systems, support the above
hypothesis. Compared with stuttering made by
Japanese native speakers, stuttering made by Japanese
learners (in elementary class) and sound synthesizing
systems is apt to be interpreted as merely a
meaningless sign of trouble with pronunciation rather
than a speech pattern expressing attitudes such as
surprise and hesitation, although they are the same in
the type of stuttering. Unlike chess and tennis, in
which the result (i.e. the position of the pieces or ball)
is all-important, and a beginner can score with some
accidental move or shot, a high value is set on the
process as well as the result in Japanese
communication. A speech act is not separable from the
speaker. Interpretation of the former requires judging
the skill of the latter.
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