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Abstract
To establish adequate and efficient social

communications, demonstratives play an essential role
by indicating which object is the referent of ongoing
communication. It is suggested that demonstratives are
present in all languages and physical distance is a
prominent feature of its use and comprehension.
However, it is possible that it is actually reachability
rather than physical distance that determines
demonstrative use. Therefore, we investigated the
effect of reachability on demonstrative use while
precisely controlling the physical distance between the
pointing finger and referent. The results showed that
physical distance but affected the frequency of

demonstrative use and reachability did not.
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