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Can random activities lead to improvements in cultural resilience?
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Abstract

Unlike experimental studies, field studies often
provide very rich information on varieties of
interesting phenomena, leading to developments of
many scientific hypotheses. Yet, unlike experimental
studies, it is often very difficult to identify the true
causal relationships among variables in field studies
because no variable is controlled or manipulated. The
present research introduce a method of combining
field studies and computer simulations in order to
explore and infer causal relationships among variables
of interest that were speculated from observations. To
demonstrate an efficacy of our method, we showed,
using results from both field study and computer
simulations, that a collection of random activities can
lead to a retention of diversities, which in turn
improves cultural resilience.
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