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Abstract
This paper reports linguistic fieldwork and the 

setting of a psycholinguistic experiment on Japanese 
Sign Language, the first language of Deaf people. As a 
hearing researcher, the author could not design the 
experiment without help of Deaf consultants because 
some cultural and linguistic matters need to be solved 
with Deaf people’s intuition. In the process of setting 
the experiment with them, two specific aspects of the 
field were considered: Deaf people’s perceptual 
sensitivity and sociolinguistic behavior. First of all, the 
visual processing of deaf people is different from of 
hearing people. Secondly, the linguistic environment 
around deaf people, which indicates that the age of 
acquiring sign language and their bilingual condition 
should be considered. We investigated, in addition, the 
matter of social status in which hearing researchers are 
the majority who oppress Deaf people as a minority in 
society. We found a phenomena through the 
experiment that, Deaf participants say what a Deaf 
addressee cannot understand only while looking away, 
but during eye contact with the addressee, almost all 
signs are comprehensible for the addressee.
Keywords Japanese Sign Language, Deaf 
community, language minority, psycholinguistics, 
fieldwork
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