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Abstract

Asking the right questions at the right time and 
responding to the questions directly and spontaneously 
is an integral part of effective oral interactions, but 
Japanese EFL learners experience linguistic, 
socio-cultural, and cognitive difficulties in doing so. 
Constructing question sentences in English involves 
various morpho-syntactic manipulations and doing so 
on the fly poses non-negligible processing difficulties 
for most Japanese EFL learners. In this study, we will 
report on the results of some of our data collection, in 
which Japanese university students with diverse 
proficiency levels were asked to produce English 
statement or wh-question sentences based on visually 
or aurally presented English sentences. The results 
show that although converting a statement sentence 
into a wh-question seems more difficult than 
reproducing the same sentence that was presented, for 
the students regardless of their proficiency levels, they 
tended to improve in the course of investigation.
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2 1  

 #
John went home at six.
John went home at six.
Did John go home at six?
Did John go home at six?
What time did John go home?
What time did John go home?
What did John do at six?
What did John do at six?
Who went home at six?
Who went home at six?
John studies English at night.
John studies English at night.
Does John study English at night?
Does John study English at night?
When does John study English?
When does John study English?
What does John do at night?
What does John do at night?
Who studies English at night?
Who studies English at night?
John talked to Mary yesterday.
John talked to Mary yesterday.
Did John talk to Mary yesterday?
Did John talk to Mary yesterday?
When did John talk to Mary?
When did John talk to Mary?
Who did John talk to yesterday?
Who did John talk to yesterday?
What did John do yesterday?
What did John do yesterday?
Who talked to Mary yesterday?
Who talked to Mary yesterday?
John bought a book yesterday.
John bought a book yesterday.
Did John buy a book yesterday?
Did John buy a book yesterday?
When did John buy a book?
When did John buy a book?
What did John buy yesterday?
What did John buy yesterday?
What did John do yesterday?
What did John do yesterday?
Who bought a book yesterday?
Who bought a book yesterday?
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3 2  

 #
John went home at six .
What time …?
John went home at six.
What …?
John  went home at six.
Who …?
John studies English at night .
When …?
John studies English  at night.
What …?
John studies English  at night.
What …?
John  studies English at night.
Who …?
John talked to Mary yesterday .
When …?
John talked to Mary  yesterday.
Who …?
John talked to Mary  yesterday.
What …?
John  talked to Mary yesterday.
Who …?
John bought a book yesterday .
When …?
John bought a book  yesterday.
What …?
John bought a book  yesterday.
What …?
John  bought a book yesterday.
Who …?15
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1 94.2%
2 58.9%
5 73.3%
6 62.7%  
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