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Abstract

When we generate ideas, we use stored knowledge as
cues. Because our knowledge is structured as
categories, cue activation for ideas tends to progress
within a category. It is, therefore, important to
reconstruct categories for creative idea generation. In
this study, we investigated how people reconstruct
their categories through commonality discovery
between two objects. During the experiment,
undergraduates (N = 20) were asked to rate the degree
of relatedness between 18 pairs of objects. These pairs
involved 9 related pairs (e.g., strawberry and melon)
and 9 unrelated pairs (e.g., banana and motorbike).
Then, they were asked to generate commonalities
between the same paired objects allowing 90 seconds
per pair. Two independent raters scored validity,
originality and attractiveness of commonalities. The
results showed significant positive correlations
between relatedness and the number of generated
commonalities and validity, and a negative correlation
between originality and attractiveness. These results
show that it is difficult to discover many valid
commonalities of unrelated pairs. Also, commonalities
of unrelated pairs are more original. We suggest that
category reconstruction through unrelated objects
could be one of the key processes in generating more
original and attractive ideas.
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