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Abstract

In problem solving, people usually perform better if
tasks were described with concrete and/or familiar
materials than tasks with abstract descriptions. This
tendency is known as Thematic-Material effects. The
present paper examined whether thematic-material
effect exists for causal inference tasks. The results of
our experiment partially confirmed a weak
thematic-material effect in causal inference tasks.
While participants in Concrete and Abstract conditions

performed comparably in estimating contextual effects,

participants in  Concrete condition  performed
marginally better in estimating target effects.
Keywords — Causal Strength, Thematic Material
Effect, Contingency Condition
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