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Abstract

Sorting out the apparently contradicting findings of
the functional brain mapping, | have proposed the
following three categories of the self. The physical self
represents the relationship between one’s own body
and the external physical environment. The
interpersonal self represents the relationship between
one’s social action and other’s social response. The
social self represents the relationship between one’s
social behavior and resulting social evaluation of that
behavior. Importantly, all three categories of the self
are likely to share the computational characteristics of
forward prediction, which is underpinned by internal
schema or learned associations between one’s
behavioral output and the consequential input. This
forward-prediction account appears to be a unified
model that explains wide range of cognitive constructs
that are relevant to ‘self” with arraying them across the
three  hierarchical layer structure based on
developmental  perspective.  Some  self-relevant
constructs are, however, still unlikely to conform to
this model; for example, the role of the right lateral
prefrontal cortex in the mirrored self-recognition
independent of the forward-prediction has been
suggested by  both  neuropsychological and
neuroimaging data. In this talk | discuss the limitation
of the forward-prediction model as the unified model
of the ‘self’.
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