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Abstract

In recent years, argument has been receiving
increasing attention from educational researchers as
a means of exploring human interaction. Previous
studies have focused on how social influences affect
development of reasoning, regarding argumentation
facilitates deep understanding and elaborative.
However, empirical studies about teaching method
of argument, especially refutation, are scarce. The
goal of this study was to examine the effect of
training to develop refutation skills in a curriculum
of argument education for freshmen with no
experience of debating. 160 college students
participated in a series of experiment. Finding
indicated that how to refer to and paraphrase other
argument is the important factor which determines
the quality of refutation skills.
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