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Exploring “Persuasive Argument” from Undergraduates’ Views
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Abstract

This article compared college student’s intention to
make an argument effective and their actual writing
performance. Participants were 96  Japanese
undergraduates. They were asked to write two
argumentative essays and answer what they had
intended to make their writings persuasive. As a result,
my-side bias was identified among them. Some
participants  have intentions congruent  with
performances; others have intentions discord from
their performances. Gaps between intentions and
performances would indicate what part of
argumentation skills should be taught explicitly.
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