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Abstract

In the present research we extended Medin and
Schaffer’s classical category learning experiment
(1978) by using more natural tasks, and by employ-
ing a computer interface that collects information on
participants’ patterns of attention allocation during
learning trials. The empirical data indicated there
were two groups of participants who differed their
categorization strategies. The results of simulations
showed that both groups were better accounted by
a prototype model that was sensitive to covariations
among feature dimensions than traditional prototype
and exemplar models.
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