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Abstract

This study was conducted to explore the influence of
the differences in letter-encoding owing to native letters
on attentional blink (AB). An experiment was conducted
with native English reader subjects using digit distractors
or symbol distractors. The comparison of the data with
those with native Japanese reader subjects in Matsui &
Mizuno (2008) revealed that report of T2|T1 was higher
for English native readers with symbol distractors and for
Japanese with digit distractors. This result indicates that
symbols were more discriminable from target letters for
English native readers who rely heavily on phonological
codes because symbols have no phonological codes. It
also indicates that digits were more discriminable for
Japanese native readers who rely heavily on visual codes
because the shapes of digits are more familiar than those
of symbols. This suggests that not only attention but also
letter-encoding has a large influence on AB.
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